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SIMPLE
NEWSLETTER

OCT. 2 Prayer Ministry Meeting, 55 -7 pm

OCT .4 Pot Luck/Bible Study, 11:30 am
Elders Meeting, 3 pm

OCT. 9 Leadership Team Meeting, 6 pm

OCT. 19 Newsletter submissions due

OCT. 27 TRUNK OR TREAT! — Church parking lot, 7 pm
OCT. 28 Looks like Zachary Hale can’t wait for Trunk or Treat!!

Congregational Meeting right after church
service

From
Pastor Mark

WELCOME HOME TEAM
At Joy, creating a sense of belonging and community is our goal for our congregation and guests.
Welcome Home is our motto and our Welcome
Home Team is in charge of making that connection
happen with our guests.
Are you outgoing & friendly? Join our Team and help
us Welcome Home everyone.

HELLO JOY!
It has been a real blessing to be your pastor
for the last several months! You may be asking, what is going to happen in the future?

WE REACH OUT
Joy is thrilled to be part of the spread of God’s kingdom around the world and our community. We’re
serious about helping. So, we have programs in
place to reach our neighbors, our seniors and their
pets, and those who have a family member in medical crisis. These programs are explained in detail
by clicking on their links on our website at
joyforyou.org.

We will be having a Thanksgiving Eve service
at 7 pm.
Also, we will be getting the choir together for
Christmas Eve.
Advent season will include Wednesday night
services at 7 pm during December.

The programs are:

Christmas Eve looks like we will have a family
service at 4 pm and a candle light service at 6
pm.

aniMeals on Wheels
Ronald McDonald House
North Channel Assistance Ministries (NCAM)
Humble Area Assistance Ministries (HAAM)

Pray all is going well with you! If you have any
needs, don’t hesitate to let me know!

We also have a Bicycle ministry promoted by Bobby
and Kaye Reichle who take donated used bikes to a
man in Baytown who fixes them up like new again
and gives them to kids around Christmas time.
What a gracious person he is to do these kind acts
for those in need. If you have a bike to donate,
please notify Bobby Reichle at 713-201-0441.

God bless you!

Pastor Mark

NOTE: Pastor can be reached at
pastormark@joyforyou.org or by phone at
832-850-5070.
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Prayer Ministry: Community Intercessory Prayer

HIGHLIGHTS
ON THE COVER Notice the mini-calendar of events,
meetings, etc. on the front cover.
Usually, the events are detailed inside
the newsletter, if they need more
explaining. We welcome news of
upcoming events to let people know
what’s happening at JOY. Simply
inform Kathy Sommers, our
administrative assistant, so she can
make sure the info gets in the Sunday
worship bulletins and/or Simple JOY
newsletters. She can be reached at
832-850-5070 or
joylutheran44ks@gmail.com.
CHILDCARE NEEDED Dan Vierling will be teaching a
personal finance class in January 2019.
While that seems a long way off, it is
crucial to sign up childcare volunteers
who can watch the young children of
enrolled adults while they attend class.
If you would like to volunteer for this,
please let Dan know. His information is
on page 5.

FREAKY!
I hope my picture to the
right (courtesy of my

granddaughter on Snap
Chat) gives you a good
laugh for this month. A
little weird, I know!
And now, I pray this issue
will be informative, spark
your curiosity, and make its way into
the hands of people you care about.
Until next month…

Barbara Ogden, Editor
If any of you, our readers, wish to
contribute submissions to our
newsletters, please contact me at
angelcare4u@sbcglobal.net or
281-452-7435.

The Prayer Ministry Team will hold its first Prayer Meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 2 at 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Hall . Pizza,
salad and water will be served. Then the group will pray for
the Joy membership prayer requests, church needs, and
other concerns. The direction and scope of the ministry will
be discussed to include Phillip Yancey’s video and book
Prayer, in which there is an excellent study of the prayers of
Jesus. The team will also discuss hosting a Prayer Breakfast
and different types of prayer workshops.
Blessings,

Sharon Bohot

Sunday Morning Bible Class!
Meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am
Current Series: Israel’s Mission
Maybe you have heard the statement that the Bible has one
continuous theme and story from Genesis to Revelation, but do
you know how that story goes?
The current Bible video series is led by Ray Vander Laan on site
in Israel where God first presented at Mt. Sinai the details of
His plan of partnership with His chosen children of Israel. He
gave them the mission of being a kingdom of priests to show
the world what God is like. They were to be set apart, so
different in their words and life that people would know the
true God.
Jesus also carried out the mission of making God known so
that all people could be restored to relationship with His
Father. But the mission of making God known to all people
was not completed during His ministry on earth. He entrusted
it to His disciples. They were to be the light of the world,
people who would make God’s character and reputation
known to the nations, to be a royal priesthood that puts God
on display by actions and word.
Come see the setting in Israel where the children of Israel and
where Jesus walked. Hear the details of Israel’s mission, Jesus’
mission and our mission.
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JOY SMALL GROUPS
Ben & Sandy Herr – meeting in Eagle Springs - Thursday

A new sermon series, Keys to the Blessed Lif e, began in
September, and along with it, the new JOY Groups began
meeting.

evenings, 6 pm

Theresa and Daling McMoran – meeting Saturdays –
913-638-3549

7 small groups began meeting at various times during the
week at times, hopefully, available to most everyone.
Meeting together in small groups was a crucial part of the
growth of the church after Jesus’ feet left the earth. Jesus
thought small group fellowship was crucial. He had 12 in
His group. Jesus showed us that small groups are
important for personal spiritual growth and growth of His
church.
•

•

Clint Reynolds – meeting in Eagle Springs – Tuesday evenings,
6 pm - 281-414-9820

Mark and Donna Eichberger – Summerwood - meeting
Thursday evenings, 5:30 with a meal – 281-225-5000
Charlotte Rollins - meeting at Carl Mattern’s house in North
Shore - Thursday evenings, 6 pm - 713-453-4969

Donna Eichberger – meeting Sunday mornings at 9 am before
worship: for women only - 281-225-5000

God created humans for relationships, first for a
relationship with Him, and then for relationships with
each other in the church.

Pastor Mark & Michelle Brunette - Meeting in Summerwood,
Wednesday at 11:30 am

Life is about learning to love…. Unselfishly! Which is not
an easy task. But love cannot be learned in isolation.
We need each other to grow, and small groups are a
laboratory for learning to love. God wants us to grow
up, to become like Christ. That’s discipleship. “Jesus

•

said, ‘Come, be my disciple.’ So Matthew got up and
followed Him.”
•

•

Life is meant to be shared. That’s fellowship experiencing life together: unselfish loving, honest
sharing, sympathetic comforting, and very important
….. praying together and for each other.

Community requires commitment. Cultivating community
takes frequency. During this sermon series, the small groups
meet every week corresponding to the sermon topics. After
the 8 weeks are finished, the groups can choose to
continue on their own time schedule, stop for a while, or
form new groups with new times.
Small groups are a place to invite new people. Inviting to
belong is the way the early church grew so quickly.

Currently the JOY small groups total about 26 members. That is
approximately 25% of our worship attendance! Very
encouraging!
There is still time for you to join a small group. Call a facilitator
or join on Sunday morning!

In the column to the right are the current small
groups and their meeting times.

- Donna Eichberger

Psalm 46

The Psalm 46 Team Leaders are in the process of developing classes in
medical,, facilities,
medical
facilities , and tactical.
tactical .
Those members interested in the tactical team should start training to
improve their proficiency.
If you need or want assistance with your training, please contact me.
Roy McDonald
roymcd49@yahoo.com
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Sunday School Update
Several classes meet at 9:15 am for Sunday school.
Mark Eichberger and Ben Herr lead the adult class in
the fellowship hall. Donna Eichberger leads a small
group in one of the classrooms. Pastor Mark leads
Confirmation behind the sanctuary.
5th grade and below students are exploring the Bible
in a year. They begin each class together along
with Confirmation students in the sanctuary with
music videos.
Michelle Brunette, Naomi Brunette, and Korrie Thomas teach the preschool students.
Carol Floyd, Charlotte Rollins, and Laura Kaune
teach kindergarten through second grade.
Robby and Ashley Aguilar teach 3rd through 5th
grade.
We hope you will come join a class at 9:15!

-Lori Fillbrandt

PERSONAL FINANCE CLASS AT JOY (in January):
SEEKING CHILDCARE VOLUNTEERS!!
As part of JOY’s
commitment to
serving the community, starting in
mid-January, we
are planning to
offer Dave Ramsey’s Financial

Peace University . The 9-week
course teaches
God’s ways of
handling money
and covers such
topics as handling debt, insurance, mortgages, investing and giving.
We are seeking volunteers willing to watch the children of class attendees (on JOY’s premises), to allow parents to focus on the course
work for each 90-minute class. Classes will start the week of January 13th
at 6:30 pm on either Monday, Wednesday or Thursday (the exact day
likely dependent on childcare volunteer availability).
If you are interested in volunteering or know someone
potentially interested in attending the class, please
contact Dan Vierling at vierlind@yahoo.com
vierlind yahoo.com or
281281 -733733 -9945.

-Dan Vierling
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Joy’s parking lotlot-7 pm
Candy, Costumes, & FUN!!!

"Hurry, Mommy, let's go trick-or-treating!" My daughter
waited by the door in her pink princess costume while I
paced the living room. Usually I liked taking her out on
Halloween, but this year, I was a wreck. I was worried
sick about my mother, who was in China on a vacation.

"Hello," the father answered. "Having fun?"
"I'm trying," I said.
"Why, what's wrong?" he asked.
I told him the whole story. My mother, in China, breaking her
hip. Not understanding any of the doctors. "And I'm too far
away to do anything!" I said.

Some vacation! I got a call that afternoon that she
had slipped and fallen on the marble floor of her hotel
and broken her hip. She was taken to a Beijing hospital. Mom was nervous because she couldn't understand any of the doctors. If only I could do something
to help her!

He raised his eyebrows. "Beijing, you said?" he asked. I nodded.
He pursed his lips then smiled. "Believe it or not, my sister is
a doctor at an English-speaking hospital there. If you want,
I'll make a call right away and we'll try and get your mom
transferred."

"Mom-my..." I knew I couldn't let my worries ruin my
daughter's fun. There's nothing I can do for Mom except pace and pray, I thought. We left the house and
headed down the block.

A few days later I sat on the
living room floor with my
daughter as she finished the
last of the candy. "Mommy,
how far away is China?" she
asked.

I was so distracted, I barely took note of all the costumed kids around me. The sooner my daughter filled
her bag with goodies, the sooner I could get back to
my pacing.

"Not as far as I thought," I
said.

A blinking red light approached through the darkness.
It was a pumpkin-shaped pin attached to the coat of
a man whose son I'd once given piano lessons to.
"Hello there," I said, greeting him and the little cowboy
at his side.

Barbara Marrine, guideposts.org/inspiration/a-Halloween-treat
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Pet Corner
Roman, a Dog’s life on a Chain
Roman was
left behind in
a house by
his first owner
when he was
just a puppy.
The lady who
found him
had him in
her house
first, but she
had a cat
and that was
a problem.

I’ve been thinking about Halloween a lot lately. It really is the
perfect dog holiday: it involves tricks (I know a few) and treats
(one of my favorite things). It even sounds like something a dog
would say: HowlHowl -o-ween (get it?). So I was quite excited
when I hopped into the car for a trip to the pumpkin patch to
select what would become our Halloween jack-o-lantern.
We didn’t go to one of those quaint little country pumpkin
patches. We went to the “urban pumpkin patch” at our neighborhood Whole Foods Market. Lots of parents were taking pictures of their children against the backdrop of pumpkins and
gourds. I was the only fourlegged subject, so I received
lots of oohs and aahs and
petting. I liked that. So far,
this day was turning out to
be the perfect treat.

So then he lived outside, and a couple years later that
owner died of cancer. That woman's mother took him
under her wings, but due to her old age, she could not
handle him, because as you can see in the picture, Roman is a very strong handsome boy.
So he was once again living on a chain outside. Now
Roman is 6 years old, and has lived just about all his
life on a chain.

After selecting a gorgeous pumpkin, we headed
back home to enjoy the
beautiful afternoon. That’s
when my treat of a day
turned tricky. I thought our
wonderful new pumpkin
would become the jack-olantern . . . but I think I was
tricked! It looks like I’m being
turned into the jack-olantern. And it’s worse from
the front . . .

Tuesday he will go for the first time in his sad life to the
vet to get checked and most likely get treated for
heartworms. Then he needs to get neutered and fully
vetted.
He has a long road ahead of him but hopefully once he
is fully vetted and treated he will go on a transport up
North to a forever home. The bill will be big but he is
worth every dollar. I will personally make sure that this
precious creature of God will have a happy life at last.
Rosemarie (Mary) Brown
Voice of the voiceless

I think I deserve a treat for
enduring this trick, don’t you? Happy Halloween!
-thek9harperlee
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found out years later, cutting that potential relationship
off was probably the best thing I could have done. I
doubt anything I could have done would have stopped
him from going on into witchcraft and Satanism. But I
think there was a real chance he could have stopped
me from growing in my faith, from becoming a Christian
adult, from finding the path God had for my life.

f
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You probably have things like this in your own life -things that need to be cut off in order to preserve the
rest of your life intact in the faith of Jesus. They may be
obvious dangers such as drug or alcohol abuse, an improper relationship, a job where you are expected to do
harm and break the law in the interests of your employers.
But they may be less obvious things as well; for example, a good friend who can't manage to stop gossiping
about other people -- and drawing you into it, too; or a
position of trust where you are tempted to steal, even
though you haven't done anything yet; or a car or home
you're thinking of buying, even though it will result in
you having to focus on money more than you ought to -possibly to the point of idolatry.

Mark 9:45 - (Jesus said) "And if your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life lame than
with two feet to be thrown into hell."
When I was young, I read these words of Jesus with
horror. "Cut off a hand or foot?" I thought. "Tear
out an eye? What's Jesus talking about? That's
gruesome!"

To all these things, Jesus tells us to "Cut it off. Run from
the temptation." He says, "Run to Me, and I will protect you." As for all of these good things that never-the
-less form a temptation to us, Jesus offers us something
much better. He offers us forgiveness, love, and everlasting life. He offers us peace and true wholeness. He
even offers to make us part of His own body -- never to
be cut off from God's presence. All of these things He
will give us freely, if we will only trust Him to do it. And
He is trustworthy. For He is the One who died and rose
again to make us God's people.

Besides, I knew myself well enough to know that
cutting off body parts wouldn't help. I would still
find plenty of ways to sin, even if I had no limbs or
eyes at all! Sin goes deeper than that.
But when I got older, I found myself considering a
possible relationship with a very attractive person
who was also attracted to me. The catch? He was
not a Christian. In fact, he was fascinated with the
occult. It was clear my Christianity and his outlook
on life would never mix. And I could not be sure
that I would come out of such a relationship unscathed.

THE PRAYER:
PRAYER Lord Holy Spirit, You know what dangerous things might be in my life that need to be cut off.
Please take care of it; help me to bear it in Your love. In
Jesus' Name. Amen.
This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Kari Vo.

And so, I did what Jesus said. I cut it off. (And yes,
it definitely hurt, and he had no idea why I suddenly backed away.) That was not a fun period in my
life. But it was necessary. And based on things I

Lutheran Hour Ministries, Sept. 27, 2018
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The Dew Drop

Seven Words that Changed
Anthony Hopkin’s Life

As the sun rose, a dew drop became aware of its surroundings. There it sat on a leaf, catching the sunlight and throwing it back out. Proud of its simple beauty, it was very content. Around it were other dew drops, some on the same
leaf and some on other leaves round about. The dew drop
was sure that it was the best, the most special dew drop of
them all.

More than 40 years ago, when actor Anthony Hopkins was appearing on Broadway in the hit drama “Equus,” he would play a
practical joke on his audience each night.
The moment the curtain fell on Act I, he would quickly [run] to a
bar around the corner from the theater. Astonished theatergoers would find the star of the show they were attending tossing
back drinks, even before they could get their own orders in.

Ah, it was good to be a dew drop.

The practice also made Hopkins, in his own words, “disgusted,
busted and not to be trusted.”

The wind rose and the plant began to shake, tipping the
leaf. Terror gripped the dew drop as gravity pulled it towards the edge of the leaf, towards the unknown. Why? Why
was this happening? Things were comfortable. Things were
safe. Why did they have to change? Why? Why?

Shortly thereafter, Hopkins says, he attended his first meeting
of Alcoholics Anonymous. He showed up at the meeting because he was sick and tired of hangovers and of being called
“very difficult to work with,” as he...told a Los Angeles audience.

The dew drop reached the edge of the leaf. It was terrified,
certain that it would be smashed into a thousand pieces
below, sure that this was the end. The day had only just begun and the end had come so quickly. It seemed so unfair. It
seemed so meaningless. It tried desperately to do whatever
it could to cling to the leaf, but it was no use.

At that 1975 meeting, a woman said seven words that transformed Hopkins’ life, put him on the road to more than 40 years
of continuous sobriety, and helped make him one of the most
successful motion picture stars in the history of the industry.
The seven words: “Why don’t you just trust in God?”

Finally, it let go,
surrendering to
the pull of
gravity. Down,
down it fell.
Below there
seemed to be a
mirror. A reflection of itself
seemed to be
coming up to
meet the dew drop. Closer and closer they came together
until finally…

Hopkins took that advice, and the results speak for themselves.
He went from being hung over and difficult to work with to become one of the most beloved movie stars of all time. And
what worked for Hopkins can work for anyone.

And then the fear transformed into deep joy as the tiny dew
drop merged with the vastness that was the pond. Now the
dew drop was no more, but it was not destroyed.
It had become one with the whole.

So if, like Hopkins back in 1975, you need a drink or two to get
ready for your second act, you might follow his example and
give God your trust.

It took courage for Anthony Hopkins to trust God after decades
of uncontrolled drinking and other negative behaviors. But he
made that leap of faith, and by trusting God, he has inspired
others for more than 40 years to do likewise.
Those who know Hopkins personally through A.A. could tell you
story after story about his kindness and selflessness – not the
typical behavior associated with big-time movie stars. It’s hard
to find the words “Hollywood A-lister“ and “role model“ in the
same sentence, but those terms both apply in his case.

After all, as we say in A.A., “if you were feeling distanced from
your Higher Power, who moved?”

Peter Hughes, inspirationpeak.com

By Michael Graubart| Fox News
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Ronald McDonald House
I want to personally “THANK” each and every JOY participant in our POP TAB COLLECTION FOR RONALD
MCDONALD HOUSE® HOUSTON CONTRIBUTION THIS
YEAR. I Think we were successful for our first year collecting POP TABS and I look forward to an even greater
success with Joy Lutheran Church next year!
The final Pop Tab Collections are due on Sunday, November 11th, 2018, from everyone in the congregation at
Joy Lutheran Church. Joy Lutheran Church Chairperson,
Kathi Hawn and I will come up with a date and time to
make our presentation to Suzanne Farrow – Advancement Committee Chair of Ronald McDonald House Houston who handles the Pop Tabs Program.

Opportunities at Joy
PSALM 46
Anyone interested in helping with Psalm 46 Ministry (see page 4), please turn in applications to
Kathy Sommers in the church office by October
7th. Copies of applications are on the table in
the lobby.

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

Remember, "YOUR" contribution matters! I hear it all the
time, “Oh Karen, it's not very much! I didn't bring you very
many pop tabs this time!” "Oh YES It is! is always my reply", because when you see the complete collection of
each of your contributions together, "It all adds up"! And
that makes a difference in someone's life! Let’s continue
to matter in someone's life! Let's continue to collect and
collect and collect! We matter and they matter! LIFE
MATTERS.
Collecting aluminum pop tabs from soups, soda cans,
and canned foods of all
kinds is an easy and fun
way to get our church
involved in supporting
the Ronald McDonald
House mission

It’s time to renew or sign-up for The Lutheran
Witness magazine. The cost will be $13.75. Renewal and new subscriptions need to be paid in
full on or before October 7th. Checks may be
placed in the offering plate during worship service or given to Kathy Sommers in the office.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Joy’s Prayer Warrior Team is here to provide spiritual
support. Fill out a prayer request card located on the
table in the lobby and give it to ushers during the
offering. For emergency or confidential prayer requests, call Donna Eichberger @ (281)225-5000 or
email Kathy Sommers at joylutheran44ks@gmail.com

ANIMEALS ON WHEELS
By donating and bringing pet food/supplies to
church, you will be helping qualified seniors care for
their pets. There’s a basket in the Fellowship Hall for
all donations. Contact person: Rosemarie (Mary)
Brown

NOTE: We will begin
collecting for the next
year starting November 12th, 2018.

CEREAL BUCKS
Donate dollars “bucks” for North Channel Assistance
Ministries to help them purchase cereal for their clients. Simply drop money in the small wooden box,
marked for NCAM, in the lobby on the credenza.

In His Steadfast Love,

POP THOSE TABS

Karen L. Hope
832-258-7909

Collect pop tabs off canned goods to help support
Ronald McDonald House Services. Place bagged
tabs on credenza in lobby. Deadline for collecting
this year is November 11th. Collection begins for next
year November 12th, 2018. Contact person: Karen
Hope
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Joy’s Leadership Team

Commissioning
Joy’s Teachers
On September 9, 2018, volunteers
stepped forward during worship
service to be commissioned as
teachers at Joy. Although each
will teach different classes and
different age groups, they will be
united in teaching God’s Word to
those under their care.

Kathi Hawn

Chairman

Casey Jones

Facilities

Bobby Reichle

Vice Chairman

Robert Hawn

Treasurer

Mark Eichberger

Head Elder

Jane Dyess

Secretary

Pastor Mark Brunette pastormark@joyforyou.org
Admin. Kathy Sommers joylutheran44ks@gmail.com

These volunteers willingly took the
step to become teachers. It is in
their hearts to do so. We thank
them immensely for their decision.
Below is a list of classes, times,
and locations available each Sunday.

Educational Ministries
Sunday School Rally: 9:15 am
Meets in the sanctuary
Sunday School: 9:30-10:15 am3 yrs. – 5th grade
Meets in the Sunday School
Classrooms
Confirmation Class: 9:15 – 10:15 am
Adult Bible Study: 9:15 -10:15 amMeets in the Fellowship Hall
Women’s Bible Study: 9:00-10:15 am
Meets in the Sunday School
Classroom

Thank you teachers. May God lead you as you lead others in His Word.
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Lutheran Church
14450 Woodson Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77044

WELCOME TO JOY!
T HERE IS

SO MUCH FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AT

JOY -

•S UNDAY

SCHOOL - ALL AGES (9:15 A.M.)
•W ORSHIP & C HILDREN’ S M ESSAGE (10:30 A.M.)
•R EFRESHMENTS & F ELLOWSHIP (9 A.M. & AFTER WORSHIP)
•T HE ONLY THING MISSING IS YOU!

JOY Lutheran Church
14450 WOODSON PARK DRIVE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77044
PHONE: (832)850-5070
Pastor Mark Brunette
Admin. Kathy Sommers
Newsletter Submissions

pastormark@joyforyou.org
joylutheran44ks@gmail.com
angelcare4u@sbcglobal.net

JOYFORYOU.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/JOYLUTHERANHOUSTON

